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Personal intro 
What I do as a Missionary Evangelist
I go to the public Square, to places where people gather, to share the good news of Jesus Christ. 
Talk about methods/things I can use to grab people's attention and keep them engaged while I share the gospel. It's about getting to the small, in-depth conversation.
Also about equipping and encouraging the Body of Christ, like I'm doing today.
Sign-up sheet and cards in the back, if interested.

Sharing your faith, or defending it, can be difficult. If you've ever thought about doing it, questions come up. Questions like:
· What do I need to know? 
· What should I study first? 
· What if they ask a question I don't know the answer to? 
Those are fair question and it can take a lot of time to prepare well.

But there are a few big subject area that come up over and over and over again, questions I'm sure many of you have heard, or have asked, that are related to truths central to the Christian faith. They are also the most common areas of attack by the cults and world religions. For example: 
· Jesus never claimed to be God
· You have to do something, like be baptized, to be saved
· Many other examples

There's no way that anybody can know or prepare for everything
I'd like to share what I think are the three biggest topics to know to protect your own faith and to be able to share with others.
I'll also share a few guiding principles that can help you, even if you struggle with specific answers. 
So, when I talk about the central truths of the faith, what someone must understand to rightly be called a Christian, there are four that stand out:
· Number one we need to understand the nature of God. 
· Number two we need to understand the nature of man. 
· Number three we need to understand the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
· And number four we need to understand the means of Salvation and way to peace with God.
· And of course each one of these four is based on a right understanding and trust in God's word the Bible. 
The nature of God and the nature of man are both vital, but are much less frequently attacked. The person of Jesus Christ, the way we are saved, and the reliability of the Bible are attacked most frequently.
So I'll start by talking about the Bible, then the person and work of Jesus Christ, and finally I'll talk about salvation.     
While I'm talking about them I'll deal with several common objections to each.
I'll try to use simple, non-technical language
I will have some additional resources that I'll mention.  I'll list these in my sermon notes online.  Talk to me after the service or pick up a business card if you'd like to talk more.

But before we start with any of these, let's start with some basic principles.
1. Truth stands up to scrutiny.  
Christianity is true. This is not just a statement of blind belief, but as the testimony of someone who has been hearing and attempting to answer some of the toughest questions for going on two decades. I don't always have all the answers, but by God's grace I've learned some good ones and formulated others. 
Christianity is the one faith out there that conforms with reality, making sense of the world around us. So you don't have to worry about your faith, collapsing under the weight of the evidence. Truth, when tested, stands firm.
HELPFUL RESOURCE: Nuclear Strength Apologetics by Jason Lisle PART 1, PART 2

2. No one is neutral. 
Wrestling with spiritual truth is spiritual warfare, and no one is neutral. We all have bias, and there are spiritual forces at work. The Bible says we are for Christ or against Him (Mt 12:30 and Lk 11:23) and that we don't wrestle against flesh and blood (Eph 6:12), but spiritual powers. So keep that in mind.
HELPFUL RESOURCE: Myth of Neutrality by Jason Lisle

3. We can know these things are true due to the testimony of God's Spirit.
When some people say the "Holy Spirit" told them something, they are usually acting emotionally rather than rationally.  There is no phrase more misused in the modern church world than "God told me." But we also can't minimize or ignore what God tells us in His Word about the work of the Spirit, and its necessity in our understanding of truth. For example:
1 Corinthians 2:14 (ESV)
14The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 
Romans 1:18-20 (ESV)
18For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 
That suppression is not passive, but active, and can only be overcome by the work and testimony of the Holy Spirit.
John 15:26 (ESV)
26“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 

No evidence or argument will be sufficient for someone who is trying to suppress the truth in unrighteousness. Some will reject all evidence, and will work very hard to build walls around themselves high enough to keep the truth of the gospel out. Scripture says this is a spiritual battle. Only God can change them, so pray He does!

With that in mind, when people ask me how I know Christianity is true, I tell them I have a two part answer, and before they respond, they need to listen to both parts. 
1. I say I know truth by the Spirit
2. I then tell them that it is by that Spirit that I am able to see and accept the other evidences, which should be obvious, but we, and the person we are addressing, are by nature spiritually blind to.
Ephesians 1:16-19 (ESV)
16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 

When you are sharing the gospel, make this your prayer!

So, on to our main theological points!
ABOUT THE BIBLE
When I say THE BIBLE, what do I mean?
I mean God's supernatual written revelation of Himself and His plans to His people
The 66 books of the Old and New Testament, as represented in the majority of modern Protestant Bible versions.
Yes, there are other Bible versions with more books, but that's a more in depth discussion, better for another time.

How did we get the Bible?
We'll talk specifically with the New Testament since that's usually where the questions come up.

It would be easier if the Bible simply dropped from heaven in its present form with gold edges and thumb indexing. Some would even argue for something like that. But that's not the case.  What we call the Canon, the 27 books of the New Testament came together this way:

After Jesus rose from the dead and ascended to heaven, those who had put their faith in him wanted everybody to know! So they obeyed the command of Jesus to go everywhere and tell everyone. And over time, as we should expect, considering Christianity grew out of Judaism, which was dedicated to the written word of God, his followers started to write down what He had said.
The books that we now call the New Testament were written down, after the death and resurrection of Jesus, by eyewitnesses or the companions of eyewitnesses under the supervision of the Holy Spirit. God's inspiration is what ultimately makes canon, and it is not a single book, but a collection.

Those books were written individually, by different people at different times for different purposes. Some were historical narrative recording the life and teaching of Jesus and the early church, some were letters to groups, some to individuals, and at least one explicitly apocalyptic. 

There is debate on the exact date of the writings, there's good reason to argue that the Cannon was completed, or at least most of it, before 70 A.D., when the temple was destroyed, since this is one of the most impactful events in the history of the Jewish nation, and it's nowhere mentioned or even implied in the New Testament. That is my conviction.

These books were recognized by the Church as scripture early, even during the writing of the texts
2Peter 3:15-16 (ESV)  And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, [16] as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 
1 Timothy 3:15 (ESV) 
if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth.

The books were copied and circulated by the early Church, first individually, then in collections, and eventually were compiled into what we know now is the New Testament. That process took time, and again was a clear work of the Spirit:
Rather than the canon being something that is formally “chosen” by the later generations of the church (and thus a primarily human construction), it seems instead that the books, in a manner of speaking, imposed themselves on the church through the powerful testimony of the Holy Spirit within them.
- The Heresy of Orthodoxy, Michael Kruger
Later, as questions arose regarding authority of certain books, councils were called to formalize the list. It was made "official", but had already been in use for hundreds of years. 
Side note: The council of Nicaea had nothing to do with "choosing" Bible books. It's just the one council everybody's heard of!
The first “canon” was the Muratorian Canon, which was compiled in AD 170. It included all of the New Testament books except Hebrews, James, 1 and 2 Peter, and 3 John. 
Codex Sinaticus (mid-300s) contains all the current New Testament, along with the Apocrypha and 2 additional books (the Epistle of Barnabas and The Shepherd).
In AD 363, the Council of Laodicea stated that only the Old Testament (along with one book of the Apocrypha) and 26 books of the New Testament (everything but Revelation) were canonical and to be read in the churches. 
The Council of Hippo (AD 393) and the Council of Carthage (AD 397) also affirmed the same 27 books as authoritative.
HELPFUL RESOURCE: Dr. James White and Dr. Michael Krueger discussion. An artifact of revelation.
HELPFUL RESOURCE:How and When was the Canon of the Bible Put Together? Got questions.org

The (church and later) councils followed something similar to the following principles to determine whether a New Testament book was truly inspired by the Holy Spirit: 
1) Was the author an apostle or have a close connection with an apostle? 
2) Is the book being accepted by the body of Christ at large? 
3) Did the book contain consistency of doctrine and orthodox teaching? 
4) Did the book bear evidence of high moral and spiritual values that would reflect a work of the Holy Spirit?
- Gotquestions.org
But again, this was about recognizing what God had given, not simply picking what was popular.

The Bible is functional truth rather than theoretical truth, and should be treated as such.
God's word has power, whether someone believes it or not 
So Believe what it says! Treat it as true and you will see God work.
Isaiah 55:11 (ESV)
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

Romans 1:16 (ESV)
16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
God says His word is powerful.  Do you believe that?  I do.  I've seen it work!

3 things every person knows - This demonstrates the truth and power of the word
Everyone knows God exists - Romans 1:20
Everyone knows there is right and wrong - Romans 2:15
Everyone chooses to do what they know is wrong - Romans 3:10-12
When sharing your faith, try to start with the heart and the conscience, not the head. That's not where the ultimate problem is. It's supernatural and moral, not primarily intellectual.

How do we know the Bible is true?
HELPFUL RESOURCE: Voddie Bauchum - Why I choose to believe the Bible
Great presentation every Christian should watch and memorize.  A few points:
It was written by eyewitnesses (Apostles)
Luke 1:1-4 (ESV)
1Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, 3it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.
1 John 1:1 (ESV)
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 

The Gospels (attacked the most)
Technically anonymous (The authors didn't say "this was written by"), but the names we have were universally accepted by the early church. We don't find these manuscripts under other names.
Matthew - Matthew the tax collector
https://www.gotquestions.org/who-wrote-the-book-of-Matthew.html
Mark - John-Mark, the companion of Peter, recorded his testimony 
https://www.gotquestions.org/who-wrote-the-book-of-Mark.html
Luke - The companion of Paul, collected the stories of the apostles, which he has access to because of Paul 
https://www.gotquestions.org/who-wrote-the-book-of-Luke.html
John - The beloved disciple, probably the youngest and likely the last to die. "The disciple who Jesus loved."
https://www.gotquestions.org/who-wrote-the-book-of-John.html
The unanimous testimony of the early church
https://coldcasechristianity.com/writings/the-case-for-the-eyewitness-status-of-the-gospel-authors/
HELPFUL RESOURCE: J Warner Wallace on Chain of Custody

It Matches History
We have tremendous historical and archeological evidence for what we see in scripture. A few favorites:
Pontius Pilate - Slone slab from a theater in Caesarea mentioning Pilate, Prefect of Judea and dedicated to Emperor Tiberius. Also mentioned on coins from the time.
Gamaliel - leader of the great Sanhedrin in Jerusalem mentioned in the Jewish Talmud as well as Acts 5 and 22 and who was a mentor to Paul before his conversion.
Pool of Siloam - Where blind man was send to wash, and came back seeing (John 9:7). Discovered and identified in (. )
King Cyrus (Cyrus Cylinder) - Connected with the prophecy of the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Temple
Jericho - Yes, the walls really did fall down! https://christiananswers.net/q-abr/jericho.html
Hittite Empire - Abraham bought  burying land for his wife from the Hittites. Thought by many to be mythology until the capital city of Hattusha was discovered in 1906. 
Non-Biblical evidence for the life and crucifixion of Jesus
Tacitus, Josephus, Pliny the Younger
Thousands of New Testament manuscripts, Dead Sea Scrolls (Old Testament)

Special case - Noah and the flood
HELPFUL RESOURCES: Genesis Apologetics, Answers in Genesis Ark Encounter, Creation.com

It Contains Fulfilled prophecy
The Destruction of Tyre - The wickedness and idolatry of this city were frequently denounced by the prophets, and its final destruction was predicted and fulfilled (Isaiah 23:1; Jeremiah 25:22; Ezek. 26; 28:1-19; Amos 1:9, 10; Zechariah 9:2-4).
Ezekiel 26:1-14 -destroyed and debris thrown into the sea. Nebacudnezzar destroyed the land city, Alexander the Great later threw the debris into the ocean to build a causeway to the island fortress, and destroyed that.
The return to Jerusalem from Babylon and rebuilding of the Temple under Cyrus
Isa 44:28 - who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, and he shall fulfill all my purpose’; saying of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be built,’ and of the temple, ‘Your foundation shall be laid.’” (Before 681 BC)
Jeremiah 25:1, 11-12 Predicted 70 years of exile (605 BC)
All fulfilled in and after 538BC - Daniel shared? (Josephus)

The Prophecies about Jesus
The serpent and the seed of Eve - Gen 3:14-15 vs. Gal 4:4 and Heb 2:14
The whole world blessed through Abraham - Gen 12:3 vs. Acts 3:25-26, Mat 1:1, Gal 3:16
David's offspring would rule forever - 2 Samuel 7:12-13, 16, 25-26; 1 Chronicles 17:11-14, 23-27; Psalm 89:3-4, 35-37; 132:11; Isaiah 9:7 vs. Matthew 1:6; 19:28; 21:4; 25:31; Mark 12:37; Luke 1:32; 3:31
My God My God - Psalm 22:1 vs. Mat 27:46 (crucifixion, dogs surround Him, divide His clothing)
Isaiah 53 - Talk about sharing with Jews
Jesus predicted His own death and resurrection - Mt 16:21, Mark 8:31, Lk 9:21

Life-changing power - Testimony
Any religious group can claim personal experience, and many do. The Mormon faith is a perfect example. But does it conform with history and reality? Ours does!

Common Objections:
The Bible's been changed? Yes, and no
Mormons and Muslims. The parts they agree with they accept, the parts they disagree with they reject, not based on evidence, but on thier presuppositions. 
What do you mean by "it's been changed"? Most people have no idea. They have the idea many have is that the message in our different Bible translations has radically changed. It has not. 
Did the people who hand-copied the Bible make simple mistakes? YES!
Most of the issues and copying mistakes deal with spelling, punctuation, word order, and other issues that ultimately don't matter to the content 
Even big issues (for instance, the woman caught in adultery passage, likely not in original manuscripts) do not affect major doctrine of Scipture.
HELPFUL RESOURCE:  How can you trust the New Testament when the original manuscripts are different?
The question is not IF God chose to preserve his word, but HOW.
God DID preserve His word, but:
He did not make the authors robots 
He did not "lightning bolt" people who accidentally, or purposefully, changed things 
God made it so changes could never be hidden, and original text would always be available.
· Telephone vs spider-web analogy - The Bible did not spread in the way generally explained, in a single line where details can be changed.  It spread more like a spider web, quickly, in many directions and continued branching out
· It spread quickly and widely, in many places and many languages.
· There was no central control -There was never a time when the manuscripts (hand written copies) could be collected up and edited.
· Many manuscripts were produced, and very early
HELPFUL RESOURCE: James White - The Canon - The Preservation of God's Spoken Word
HELPFUL RESOURCE: Wes Huff - Can you trust the Bible?
105% of the text. Nothing missing.

Some interesting quotes, from the best know modern critic of the New Testament
"We have much earlier attestation for the New testament than for any other book in antiquity"
the essential Christian beliefs are not affected by textual variants in the manuscript tradition of the New Testament.
And, regarding textual changes "Most of the changes found in our early Christian manuscripts have nothing to do with theology or ideology. Far and away the most changes are the results of mistakes, pure and simple."
- Bart Ehrman
If that's what a CRITIC says, what does that say about the true nature of the text?

The Bible Was Written by Men
It was written down by men, yes. But it was not their doing
2 Peter 1:21 (ESV) - For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
We see that through:
Unity - The same story, start to finish. The story of God's salvation 
Differences are not contradictions 
HELPFUL RESOURCE: Jason Lisle - Keeping Faith in an Age of Reason

History - God's work is evident in history, which we already covered
HELPFUL RESOURCE: Non-Biblical Accounts of New Testament Events And/Or People - CARM

Prophecy - Clear prophecy, particularly of Jesus Christ
HELPFUL RESOURCE: Top 40 Messianic Prophecies About Jesus

Unity, History and Prophecy testify to this:
66 books written by over 40 authors over 1500 years with the same story of the same plan of the same God!

What about the missing books?
They were not "Missing". They were rejected.  Theology very different.
Written in the second century so not by eyewitnesses. Apostles were dead, so we're not apostolic.
They were not accepted by the church. And for good reason!

Example from the Gospel of Thomas 114 - Simon Peter says to them: "Let Mary go out from our midst, for women are not worthy of life!" Jesus says: "See, I will draw her so as to make her male so that she also may become a living spirit like you males. For every woman who has become male will enter the Kingdom of heaven."
The Gospel of Thomas is probably the best known “missing” book
HELPFUL RESOURCE: The Conspiracy of the Missing Books in the Bible by Wes Huff

ABOUT JESUS - The Biblical Jesus - God in a human body who came to reveal the Father and provide salvation to His children
Jesus is God, the second person of the Trinity.
We won't deal in depth with the Trinity here, since Jesus is generally the one attacked.
It is true that the word Trinity is not in scripture, however, the concept absolutely is!
· At His Baptism - Mt 3:16 – 17
· The Great Commission - Mt 28:18-20, Mk 16:14
· Baptize them in the name (singular) of Father, Son and Spirit
· Exodus 34 - The Lord declared the name of the Lord (two persons)
· Isaiah 44:6 - they say "I am the first and I am the last." (two persons, one name)
Things said about/by Jesus could only rightly said about God Himself
Called the creator
John 1:3 - no created thing created apart from Him.  Therefore, He can NOT be a created thing.
Through whom and for whom everything exists
1 Corinthians 8:6 (ESV)
6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.
Col 1:16-17 - For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. [17] And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
He holds the universe together
Hebrews 1:3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
He was in the beginning with the Father
John 1:2 He was in the beginning with God.
John 17:4-5 (ESV) I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. [5] And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.

He is the first and the last.
Revelation 1:17-18 (ESV) When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, [18] and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.

Things done by Him that only God can/should do
Accepts worship
John 20:28 - Thomas "my Lord and my God!"
Mt 28:17 - They worshiped Him, but some doubted
Forgives sins
Mt 9 - Jesus heals the paralytic
Uses God's personal name
Jn 8:58 - Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”

The Son of Man is a divine title - This is deeper than many think.  Compare Daniel 7 and Jesus's testimony to the Chief Priest
Mt 26:63-65 (ESV) But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” [64] Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” [65] Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy.

Da 7:13-14 (ESV)
[13] “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.
[14] And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.

Jesus was crucified for saying He was God! 
No, He never said "I am God, worship me!" as Muslims often point out. And He didn't have to.  His claim was perfectly understood by the people at the time.

Jn 10:29-33 (ESV) My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. [30] I and the Father are one.” [31] The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. [32] Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?” [33] The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.”
One if best things you can do for someone who makes this claim (and particularly for Muslims) is encourage them to read the scriptures, starting with the Gospel of John, for themselves.

Common Objections
He was just a good man/teacher/prophet
Exclusive claims - He said differently 
John 14:6 (ESV) Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

The things He did or said could not be rightly done/said by a mere man, or even a prophet, and have them still considered good. 
I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: “I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.” That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronising nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to. 
- CS Lewis, Mere Christianity

He never claimed to be God - Muslims in particular
He didn't have to say "I am God worship me."
See above. He did. That's why He was crucified!
Encourage people to read the Gospels for themselves!

The story of Jesus just copied other faiths/sources
Religulous by Bill Marr and the YouTube movie Zeitgeist are common sources
HELPFUL RESOURCE: https://www.gotquestions.org/religulous.html
HELPFUL RESOURCE: Response by Mike Winger
The comparisons between the story of Jesus and those He "Copied" are very weak - Give a few examples with quick summaries

ABOUT SALVATION - We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone apart from works
We’ll focus primarily on Scripture here.  It speaks for itself.
Ep 2:1-10 (ESV) (IF YOU MEMORIZE ONE PASSAGE, IT SHOULD BE THIS ONE!) And you were dead in the trespasses and sins [2]  in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— [3] among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. [4] But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, [5] even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ— by grace you have been saved— [6] and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, [7] so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. [8] For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, [9]  not a result of works, so that no one may boast. [10] For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Gal 2:16 (ESV) yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.

Col 1:20 (ESV) Christ reconciled himself to all things, making peace by the blood of the cross

Col 2:13-14 (ESV) And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, [14] by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.

1 John 5:11-12 (ESV) God gave us eternal life, this life is in His son. He who has the son has life.  He who does not have the Son of God does not have life

Rev 1:5-6 (ESV) and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood [6] and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Common Objections
You need good works
The difference between Biblical Christianity and every other faith.  
Do vs. DONE! - It's not what we do to earn God's favor.  It's what Jesus has already done through His perfect life, death on the cross to pay for sin, and resurrection from that dead to show His identity and power over death.
Jesus plus (Catholic, etc.) - That idea that Jesus is necessary, but not sufficient

Romans 11:6 (ESV) So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. [6]  But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.

Galatians 5 (ESV) Severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law, fallen away from grace

What is the place of works?
Cause vs. effect - Both are important, but the order matters.
The CAUSE of our salvation is by grace through faith.  
The EFFECT will always be a changed life that leads to works.

James 2 (RC, Mormons, JWs often bring this up)
Jas 2:14 - What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?
Salvation is by faith alone, but good works will ALWAYS follow (Ephesians 2:10)

You need to be baptized
Some will say it is not a work, but a means of grace
A ceremony requiring you, another person, water, etc. That's a work!
HELPFUL RESOURCE: Responses to each verse at CARM.org
Important examples of being saved but not baptized
The thief on the cross (if there are exceptions, it's not an absolute rule)
The household of Cornelius
Ac 10:44-48 - [44] While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. [45] And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. [46] For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, [47]  “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” [48] And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 
Compare to Acts 2:38
If they were filled with the Spirit, they were saved. Baptism is the immediate response, not the cause.

Salvation means you can live however you want
Being born again - John 3
If you are born again, you become a new person. You cannot help but change.

Ezekiel 36 - God gives you a new heart and puts a new spirit within you 
If someone claims Christ but continues to live in unrepentant sin, they are showing that they are not what they claim to be. There are many verses about false believers

The Parable of the sower - 3 false believers, one true believer.  Initially, from the outside, they all looked true.

1 John 2:4 - Says I know Him but doesn't obey is a liar, and truth is not in him.

What about those who have never heard?
No one is outside of God's reach!
Ethiopian Eunuch - Acts 8:26 to end
My friend Anna from Indonesia, who was led to a church through dreams and visions.
	
Why only Christianity? Why is Jesus the only way?
The problem for all of us is sin. 
The solution is full payment for sin, which only Jesus provides

	Read the Gospel HERE or HERE

Feel free to reach out with questions or comments.  God bless you.

Dan Beaudoin
OAC Norcal
408-768-9262
Dan@yoursoulmatters.org
